
324 
 

MAKING CONNECTIONS: LANGUAGE VOCABULARY REVIEW ACTIVITIES 

FOR CREATING INTERPERSONAL TOLERANCE IN THE CLASSROOM 

 

CREAREA CONEXIUNILOR: ACTIVITĂȚI DE REVIZUIRE A VOCABULARULUI 

ÎNTRU CREAREA TOLERANȚEI INTERPERSONALE ÎN CLASĂ 

 

Oxana GOLUBOVSCHI, dr., conf. univ.,  

UPS „Ion Creangă” din Chișinău 

ORCID: 0000-0003-4759-171X  

golubovschi.oxana@upsc.md 

 

Oxana GOLUBOVSCHI, PhD, Assoc. Prof.,  

“Ion Creanga” SPU of Chisinau 

 

CZU: 81’23 

DOI: 10.46727/c.v3.21-22-03-2024.p324-331 

 

Rezumat. Articolul abordează sistemul activităților de revizuire a vocabularului studiat de către studenți 

întru crearea toleranței interpersonale în clasă, lucrarea se concentrează pe utilizarea vocabularului ca 

instrument de promovare a toleranței și înțelegerii interpersonale în mediul educațional. Prin activități 

interactive de revizuire a vocabularului, elevii sunt încurajați să exploreze și să respecte diversitatea 

culturală și lingvistică. Aceste activități ajută la dezvoltarea abilităților de comunicare, empatie și 

gândire critică. Elevii învață să recunoască și să aprecieze diferențele, contribuind astfel la crearea unui 

mediu de clasă inclusiv și armonios, unde toți membrii sunt valorizați și înțeleși. 
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In the complex framework of contemporary education, encouraging interpersonal 

tolerance in the classroom has come to be recognized as essential to building a climate in which 

each and every student feels respected and understood. A more inclusive and cohesive learning 

environment is made possible by this cultivation of respect and understanding for one another. 

In today's more diverse and linked world, the classroom has evolved into a microcosm 

of larger society, bringing together students from all backgrounds, ethnicities, and viewpoints. 

In such a dynamic climate, developing interpersonal tolerance - the ability to understand and 

appreciate others' differences - is more important than ever. The deliberate implementation of 

vocabulary review activities is one unique way to accomplish this. Language is more than just 

a means of communication; it is a strong weapon that influences our views and relationships. 

Educators may foster a better awareness and appreciation of diversity by engaging students in 

vocabulary-reviewing and expanding activities, paving the path for healthier and inclusive 

classroom interactions.  This article delves into the various aspects of this method, from the 

theoretical foundations of linguistic function in molding tolerance to actual actions and their 

demonstrated effects in educational contexts.  

Reaching this interpersonal tolerance requires an understanding of how terminology 

shapes students' communication and perception of one another. Teachers may greatly affect the 

tone of student interactions by carefully choosing and encouraging the use of phrases that 

represent empathy, acceptance, and respect. Students are encouraged to express their ideas and 
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emotions in a way that is mindful of the experiences and viewpoints of others when they use 

language that emphasizes diversity, inclusivity, and empathy. Students that use such a language 

framework improve their communication abilities and gain a deeper awareness of the world 

and its diverse population. It serves as a link between people from different origins and 

promotes an understanding and respect-filled society outside of the classroom. By means of 

deliberate vocabulary reinforcement exercises, educators can furnish learners with the linguistic 

instruments required to adeptly traverse interpersonal connections. Helping students acquire a 

polite and sympathetic vocabulary sets the stage for them to grow into aware and caring global 

citizens. The intentional development of interpersonal tolerance, enabled by thoughtful word 

use, ultimately results in a classroom setting where learning is supported by the values of mutual 

understanding and respect. 

Interpersonal tolerance is an essential notion that encompasses acknowledging, 

honoring, and valuing individual diversity [2]. It includes the capacity to value and accept a 

range of viewpoints and actions without bias or condemnation. This idea is essential for creating 

harmonious social cohesion since it promotes communication and understanding across 

differences in ideology, religion, and culture. Interpersonal tolerance is intentional attempts to 

comprehend and welcome variety as an instrument of strength and enhancement rather than just 

passive acceptance. Stressing its significance can result in more accepting cultures where 

respect and empathy govern relationships, opening the door to improved social harmony and 

group advancement. 

The process of recognizing, honoring, and appreciating the various backgrounds, 

viewpoints, and behaviors of people within a learning community is known as interpersonal 

tolerance in educational contexts [10]. It represents a fundamental educational philosophy that 

encourages a welcoming and encouraging environment where differences are viewed as 

chances for growth rather than sources of conflict. Interpersonal tolerance is important in the 

classroom because it can create a supportive atmosphere that promotes honest communication, 

respect for one another, and empathy between teachers and students. Fostering a diversity of 

opinions not only broadens students' horizons and improves the educational experience, but it 

also equips them with the social and emotional skills needed to navigate a multicultural 

environment and prepares them for global citizenship.  

For teachers and students, navigating the complex terrain of various classroom 

environments presents a special set of problems that call for striking a careful balance between 

promoting a cohesive learning community and appreciating individual diversity. Overcoming 

cultural misconceptions and prejudices is a big challenge since they might result from the 

diverse backgrounds of students and cause misunderstandings and disputes. Cultural sensitivity 

in education is important because, for instance, a gesture that is regarded as polite in one culture 

may be offensive in another. Language difficulties can pose a significant problem because non-

native speakers may find it difficult to participate and understand, which can negatively impact 

their self-esteem and academic achievement. The necessity of inclusive teaching methods and 

language assistance programs that meet a range of linguistic requirements is highlighted by this 

circumstance. 

The learning process is further complicated by educational differences, as students from 

different educational systems may find it challenging to adapt to new academic standards and 

approaches. For example, some people find it difficult to adjust to a shift from a teacher-
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centered to a learning setting that prioritizes students, which calls for changes in both teaching 

methods and student learning tactics. In multicultural school settings, where students may 

unintentionally establish groups based on shared cultural or language origins, social integration 

concerns become more prominent and can cause feelings of isolation among students. Activities 

that facilitate structured social interaction and foster inclusivity and cross-cultural connections 

are crucial in light of these dynamics.  

Additionally, teachers constantly have the issue of adapting lesson plans to meet the 

needs of kinesthetic, auditory, visual, and reading/writing learners in the same classroom. A 

range of teaching strategies are necessary to accommodate the diversity of learning preferences 

among students and guarantee their support and engagement. These problems are made worse 

by concerns of inequality and accessibility. Socioeconomic differences limit students' access to 

the tools and technologies they need to learn, underscoring the necessity for schools to offer 

fair access to instructional materials and assistance. 

Finally, discrimination and bias might tragically appear in diverse classrooms due to 

overt or covert prejudice. In addition to harming the impacted pupils, such actions also subvert 

the values of comprehension and respect, which are essential for a positive learning 

environment. To address these problems, schools must actively promote inclusivity, provide 

continual instruction on bias, and foster a climate in which each and every student is treated 

with respect and worth. All of these difficulties show how difficult it may be to teach in diverse 

classes, but they also show how educators can create a welcoming, vibrant, and compassionate 

learning environment.  

"Vocabulary as a Tool for Tolerance" refers to the intentional use of language and word 

choice to foster understanding, tolerance, and acceptance among people from various 

backgrounds, beliefs, and cultures [5]. This concept emphasizes the importance of language in 

molding our impressions of others and creating a more inclusive society. We may break down 

prejudice and misunderstanding by deliberately choosing words that reflect respect and 

empathy, so fostering a culture of tolerance. 

Create courses and workshops that emphasize the value of inclusive language, showing 

how specific words or phrases can affect emotions of belonging and respect across diverse 

groups. Encourage institutions to perform regular assessments of their communication 

materials, ensuring that the language used in textbooks, policy, and signage encourages 

inclusivity rather than perpetuating stereotypes or exclusion.  

Launch efforts to educate everyone on the power of words, demonstrating how language 

can either injure or heal, and encouraging the use of more inclusive vocabulary. Create secure 

environments for open discourse in which people can express their language experiences, learn 

about other people's viewpoints, and collaborate on ways to utilize terminology to enhance 

understanding. Create resources and support materials in many languages, emphasizing 

linguistic diversity while ensuring that messages of respect and tolerance are widely 

understood. Implementing anti-bullying initiatives that highlight the negative impact of 

insulting language on people's well-being, as well as encouraging the use of positive, supportive 

language in schools.  

Hosting community seminars on racial sensitivity in which participants understand 

about the impact of racially offensive language and the value of using polite, inclusive 

vocabulary. Through these ideas and examples, "Vocabulary as a Tool for Tolerance" 
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demonstrates a complete approach to using language to develop tolerance, empathy, and respect 

in a variety of social circumstances.  

How vocabulary shapes our understanding of others explores the deep influence that 

language and word choice have on our attitudes, perceptions, and interactions with people and 

groups that are different from ourselves. This principle emphasizes how words we choose to 

use have the power to either close or enlarge knowledge gaps, which has a profound impact on 

interpersonal relationships and social dynamics. In this regard, vocabulary is the collection of 

words in a language that a person is familiar with. Vocabulary includes not just words, but also 

their meanings, nuances, and circumstances [4]. Words have an impact on how we cognitively 

frame ideas, problems, and social groups. For example, the frequent use of derogatory language 

to refer to particular communities might affect how society views and prejudices such 

communities. On the other hand, using language that is polite and positive might assist in 

reframing these ideas in order to provide a more sympathetic and understanding picture. So, 

understanding of others would be the perception, empathy, and awareness of other people's 

backgrounds, experiences, feelings, and thoughts. This understanding is critical for creating 

meaningful and respectful connections between various individuals and communities [9]. 

To summarize, language is more than just a means of communication; it is also a strong 

tool for influencing our understanding of others. We may help to make the world a more 

inclusive, respectful, and empathic place by using language with awareness and consideration.  

Including language vocabulary review exercises in the classroom that are designed to 

foster interpersonal tolerance is one of the most efficient ways to teach children about 

inclusivity, diversity, and empathy. In addition to strengthening language proficiency, these 

exercises promote an atmosphere of respect and understanding between participants. The 

activities center on the notion that reciprocal reflection and interaction at four levels - self, 

family, community, the region, and the global community - advance cultural understanding.  

Self - this level emphasizes the individual's awareness and comprehension of their 

cultural background, beliefs, values, and biases. Activities at this level promote self-reflection, 

assisting individuals in understanding how their cultural identity shapes their perceptions and 

interactions with others [1].  

Example Activity: Individuals create personal cultural identification maps, which depict 

the cultural influences in their lives, such as traditions, languages, and values, that have 

influenced their personal identity.  

Family - The family level focuses on cultural practices, traditions, and values that have 

been passed down through generations. It acknowledges the home as the primary social unit 

where cultural learning occurs, influencing an individual's early perceptions of the world. One 

possible activity would be to have students share family customs or tales during class 

discussions. This would enable them to learn about various family cultures and systems as well 

as explore the diversity within their own families. Students discuss their families and 

themselves. As they notice similarities with their peers, they exchange personal information 

about themselves. Motivating pupils to engage and boost their self-esteem.  

Self and Family: Name pantomime. This activity includes two parts: 

Students form a circle, arm-distance apart. After each student states his or her name and 

does an activity, the entire group repeats the name and action together. Once everyone has taken 

their turn, the group creates a chain. Students in a chain will repeat their names and deeds. 
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Students support one another by remembering a name or gesture. Intermediate pupils can 

introduce a favorite activity that begins with the same letter as their name, e.g. My name is 

Susan. I like swimming. [1].  

Another activity is What is your typical breakfast? After completing the Breakfast Grid, 

students should share their answers with a companion. The two exchange responses, compare 

and contrast them, and then present their results to the group as a whole.  In addition to giving 

students practice with present tense, food vocabulary in communication, this activity helps them 

recognize their companions as distinct individuals. Despite the "Why" question's higher 

language requirements, students in mixed ability groups with varying language proficiency 

levels were able to effectively communicate their viewpoints.  Students get to know one another. 

Advanced pupils are able to compare and state their responses: For example, "Neither of us 

eats," "We both eat," and "I eat, but my partner eats." Use additional topics of interest, such as 

"What sports do you play?"  

Activity Four Corners, choose a category from the four possible. Pupils congregate in 

the designated area. After a brief period of information sharing, they respond to the teacher's 

questions, such as: "What is your opinion of the size of your family?" 

Instead of walking to the corners, students could be divided into groups based on what 

kind of food or activity they enjoy. For example, students on the left side of the room might 

favour salty food, while students on the right side might prefer sweet food. Advanced students 

may ask more in-depth questions, such as "Are you the oldest or youngest?" "What are the 

benefits and drawbacks of your position in the family?” More advanced students might follow 

up in pairs or small groups to explain why they made their decisions. Even students with poor 

English abilities were able to exchange information, providing a great opportunity to transmit 

vital information about themselves and their families. 

Community - at the community level, attention turns to the local social groups that 

people are a part of, such as their schools, churches, and neighborhood associations. This level 

of activity examines the cultural dynamics that occur within communities, such as common 

customs and ideals as well as the diversity of cultures that exist within one community. An 

example of an activity would be cultural exchange gatherings in the community when members 

from various backgrounds share culinary, musical, dancing, and storytelling traditions [1].   

At this level, the Language Experience Approach (LEA) encourages students to explore 

their interaction with the community. In LEA, students collaborate in pairs or small groups with 

the teacher to compose a story on a shared experience. The story is then read to the entire group. 

The shared experience can include a field trip, time spent on the sports fields, or even a previous 

class. Students can draw scenes on image cards, arrange them in the appropriate narrative order, 

and then write their stories. At the advanced level, students can work in groups without the 

teacher, working on sentence structure, spelling, and grammatical points. 

For example, one day, the students went on a river tour. They discussed the trip, drew 

drawings of their experiences, and then wrote about them.  

Another activity at this level is Mapping. Using students, the teacher creates a classroom 

map on the board. Students form small groups and are assigned to draw a map of a specific area 

of the school, etc. They return to class, and each group combines their maps while working on 

fresh v-ry. These maps could be used to practice giving directions or utilizing locational 

prepositions. Because each group is accountable for a portion of the entire map, the students 
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must listen to one another and collaborate in order to finish the work. The necessity for precision 

and attention to detail involves the usage of fundamental English structures and vocabulary [1].   

Region - at this level, the emphasis is widened to include the larger historical, cultural, 

and social impacts of a particular geographic area. It looks at local traditions, dialects, and 

legacy and how these things shape people's sense of cultural identity in that area. Example 

Activity: Conduct research and present on the cultural history and traditions of various regions 

within a country or state, emphasizing the role of regional culture in shaping national 

identity[1].  

Activities at the region level are all centered towards students’ interests. Students enjoy 

music, so lessons based on songs are almost always popular with students. A song lesson can 

also be used to reinforce previously learned vocabulary and grammar structures, as well as to 

teach new aspects of language. Students will learn to predict songs from visuals, identify 

essential words, create lyrics while listening, improve pronunciation, stress, and intonation by 

singing, and debate the song's concept or construct a new verse using the rhyme and rhythm. 

Songs offer an opportunity to have fun and encourage involvement.  

Global Community - the global community level includes knowing and appreciating 

cultures from throughout the world, fostering a sense of global citizenship and connectivity. 

Activities help individuals to go beyond local and regional perspectives in order to recognize 

global variety and the commonalities that unite people around the world.  Example Activity: 

International virtual exchange programs in which students communicate with classmates from 

all around the world, sharing their cultures and learning about global viewpoints on a variety of 

subjects [1].   

Examples and descriptions of these kinds of activities are provided below: 

Role-Playing. During role-playing exercises, students are given characters that are 

different from their own experiences or backgrounds. The situations include employing 

inclusive language to help peers, comprehend diverse viewpoints, and resolve problems. 

For instance, in a role-play, one student takes on the role of a new student from a foreign 

nation, while the other students greet them and strive to understand their experiences by using 

inclusive language. 

Workshops focus on inclusive language, including gender-neutral pronouns, culturally 

sensitive phrasing, and terms that encourage equality and respect. A workshop in which students 

learn to use gender-neutral pronouns in sentences or replace stereotypical words with more 

inclusive language through group activities. 

Multicultural Vocabulary Lists: Students are introduced to words and phrases from 

many cultures represented in the classroom or around the world, which fosters awareness for 

linguistic variety. For example, each student presents a term or phrase from their own culture 

or another that they admire, explains its meaning, and examines how it expresses cultural values 

or perspectives.  

Empathy building through storytelling involves sharing personal experiences or 

fictional narratives that promote tolerance, understanding, and empathy. Students are 

encouraged to consider the words used to communicate emotions and opinions. For example, 

students read or listen to stories about overcoming prejudice, then debate how various words 

and phrases affect their comprehension of the characters' emotions and actions.  
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Organizing debates on sensitive and understanding themes, with an emphasis on using 

courteous and inclusive language throughout the conversation. For example, in a debate about 

the relevance of cultural holidays, students must use carefully chosen words to express their 

opinions while not hurting peers from diverse backgrounds.  

'Word of the Day' focuses on tolerance, introducing a 'word of the day' based on themes 

of variety, tolerance, and inclusivity, and encouraging students to utilize the word in their daily 

interactions and writings. For example, the word "empathy" is introduced, and students are 

challenged to use it in a phrase that shows knowledge and care for the feelings of others.  

The Positive Affirmation Exchange involves students writing positive affirmations or 

compliments in inclusive and courteous language, which are then anonymously exchanged 

among classmates. For example, each student composes a complimentary note about a peer, 

emphasizing their qualities and contributions to the classroom community, and distributes these 

comments randomly.  

In advancing cultural understanding, activities are often structured around four key 

levels of social organization and identity: self, family, community, region, and the global 

community. These levels are interconnected, with each one playing a crucial role in shaping an 

individual's cultural identity and perceptions. The notion that reciprocal reflection and 

interaction at each of these levels can foster deeper cultural awareness and understanding is 

central to this approach.  

Navigating the intricacies of building cultural understanding at many socioeconomic 

levels—self, family, community, region, and global society—presents a distinct set of obstacles 

and considerations that must be carefully navigated. One of the most difficult issues is the 

complex nature of cultural identity, which is influenced by a variety of factors, making 

understanding one's own and others' cultural backgrounds a delicate process. This emphasizes 

the importance of activities that recognize and embrace the diverse facets of identity, allowing 

people to express and explore their various cultural characteristics. Another important concern 

is the sensitivity required while engaging in cultural debates, as these conversations may 

unwittingly touch on personal values, potentially leading to misunderstandings or 

transgressions.  

It is also necessary to foster an environment of mutual respect and active listening, as 

well as to establish clear guidelines to guarantee that debates are done securely and respectfully. 

Furthermore, the problem of ensuring accurate and inclusive cultural representation cannot be 

understated, especially in settings with minimal diversity. This necessitates a concerted effort 

to incorporate a diverse range of cultural viewpoints into the discourse, either by using external 

resources or inviting guest speakers to deepen the conversation.  

Engaging participants at various levels of societal structure necessitates a specialized 

strategy, as activities suitable for personal reflection may differ dramatically from those 

designed to understand global interconnection. This variation needs a smart strategy, utilizing 

community connections and available resources to enhance impact while not overloading 

participants or facilitators.  

Addressing personal biases and assumptions adds another layer of complexity, as these 

innate opinions can influence our interactions and knowledge of cultures other than our own. 

Cultural understanding activities should thus not only stimulate exploration of different 

cultures, but also introspection about one's own biases, promoting a path toward greater open-
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mindedness. Language constraints present an additional challenge, sometimes impeding nuanced 

knowledge of cultural contexts and necessitating imaginative solutions such as incorporating 

language instruction or using translation systems to assist clearer communication [4].   

Equally crucial is to consider accessibility and equity while developing these events, 

ensuring that all individuals, regardless of background or resources, have the opportunity to 

fully participate in the process of cultural inquiry. Finally, it is critical to recognize the dynamic 

character of culture, which means that cultural norms and practices vary throughout time. This 

viewpoint promotes constant learning and adaptation, urging participants to be inquiring and 

open to the ever-changing landscape of cultural norms and values. By attentively addressing 

these obstacles and issues, educators and facilitators can provide meaningful experiences that 

improve participants' respect for the rich tapestry of human cultures, resulting in a more 

inclusive and understanding society [4].   

Activities that focus on these levels of cultural knowledge stress reciprocal reflection 

and engagement, enabling individuals to reflect on their own cultural identity while connecting 

with and learning from others at various levels of society. This multilayered approach fosters a 

comprehensive awareness of culture and its complicated effects on individual and societal 

identities.  

By participating in these activities, students not only improve their vocabulary and 

language abilities, but they also gain a better awareness of how words can influence 

relationships and build a culture of tolerance and respect. 
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